
2025 SCHOLARSHIPS  
AND AWARDS DONOR  

CELEBRATION



2025 Scholarships, Awards,  
and Fellowships
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, more 
than $3.9 million was awarded to 915 students 
in the College of Agricultural Sciences for the 
2025–2026 academic year as of October 3, 2025. 
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Gathering Songs
The Hi-Lo’s from the Penn State Glee Club 

Welcome
Chelsea Good  

Agribusiness Management  

Remarks
Troy L. Ott

Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences
C. Lee Rumberger and Family Chair in Agricultural Sciences

Student Thank Yous
Ernesto Martinez 

Natalia Brizuela-Wahlin 
Charles Colvin 

Steven Tian Guo 

Sebastian Arauz 
Adria Russell 

Tulsi Patel 
Presley Thomas 

Undergraduate Student Keynote Speaker
John Bruner  

Wildlife and Fisheries Science  

Undergraduate Student Keynote Speaker 
Christina Bender  
Turfgrass Science 

Undergraduate Student Keynote Speaker
Angelena Minardi  

Food Science 

Closing Remarks
Chelsea Good  

Agribusiness Management

Stay Tuned for a Future Announcement of the Date of the  2026 Scholarships and Awards Celebration. 

Information and invitations come via email. Please keep your contact information up to date with the 

Development and Alumni Relations Office to ensure you receive timely notification.
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New Scholarships and Awards for 2025
Dr. Nwanma Beatrice Onyike Scholarship

John E. and Nadine L. Creighton Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Dr. Richard C. Hann, Jr. Memorial Scholarship  
in the Department of Animal Science

Rachel Carson Applied Conservation Graduate Training Program

Lawrence Gerson V.M.D. Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Fred and Kathy Fries Forest Management Scholarship

Helen M., Ignatius J., and Joseph A. Bail Scholarship  
in Forest Ecosystem Management

Professor Roy P. Matelski Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Mark W. Beere Scholarship in the Department of Animal Science

Richard K. Davis and Karen L. Rylander-Davis Award for  
International Graduate Programs in Agricultural Sciences

Duain B. Shaw Memorial Award in Food Science

Dr. David S. and Deborah M. Ross Graduate Fellowship  
in Agricultural and Biological Engineering

PA Turfgrass Council Turf Program Scholarship

William and Dorothy Hagenbuch Scholarship Fund

Lyn M. VanTassel Undergraduate Student Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Richard and Donna Clemens Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

David E. Frey Memorial Scholarship

Thomas H. Hartzell Scholarship in Food Science

Fay B. Strickler Scholarship in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Davey Foundation Arbor Grant Scholarship

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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Milestones — Continued Support
Five Years

Paul S. Dimick Graduate Student Award in Food Science

Terry and Constance Updegraff Eshenour Educational Equity 
Scholarship in the College of Agricultural Sciences

H. Duane and Roslyn W. Norman Millennium Scholars Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Lane-Cole Family Scholarship in Agricultural Sciences

Nancy R. and Thomas B Higgins Scholarship in Agricultural Sciences

Norman and Donna Brown Mountain View Arabians Scholarship

Roger C. Pertl Award in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Barbara Howell Raphael Educational Equity Graduate Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences 

Ten Years
Charles N. and Shirley G. Rightmire Trustee Scholarship  

in the College of Agricultural Sciences

James and Pamela Reese Arbuckle Scholarship  
in International Agriculture

Galen and Beth Clay Scholarship

Luther R. Glenna Graduate Fellowship in Rural Sociology

National Ice Cream Mix Association Internship Award  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Phillip and Mary Ittel Award  
in the Department of Ecosystem Science and Management

M.E.G.D. Scholarship

Carol and Eugene Schurman 4-H Annual Scholarship

Thomas and Sandra Spring Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

W. Durbin Donahue, V.M.D. and Nancy J. Donahue Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

John and Jane Ziegler Graduate Award in Sensory Science 

Fifteen Years 
Kenton D. Rexford Honors Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences 

Pennsylvania Floral Industry Association’s

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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 Milestones — Continued Support 
Charles H. Dillon Memorial Trustee Scholarship

Charles B. and Miriam M. Forney Family Trustee Scholarship

Storer Family Trustee Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

William G. Zewan Trustee Scholarship 

Jim Comes Memorial Scholarship in Horticulture

Andrea A. Leonard Student Award 

Earl and Kay Harbaugh Endowment for International Programs  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Go!  The Global Opportunity Award

Paul R. Heller Memorial Award 

Dutch Gold Honey and William R. Gamber II Endowment  
in Entomology

Albert and Ellen Jarrett Scholarship  
for Biological Engineering Students

Dr. J. Clyde Johnson and Ruth A. Johnson Award

William H. Knightly Scholarship in Food Science

Arthur S. Wolfe Scholarship

James A. Wrotny Scholarship 

Twenty Years
Jack H. Dreibelbis and Miriam Keim Dreibelbis Trustee Scholarship  

in the College of Agricultural Sciences

Bruce and Alice Jean Edwards Trustee Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

C. Channa and Usharani Reddy Trustee Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences

“Barry L. and Rosemary Zoumas Trustee Scholarship

George C. and Madeline C. Bartley Scholarship  
in the School of Forest Resources

Robert W. Bauer Award in Agricultural Sciences

Samuel M. and Joan B. Curtis 4-H and FFA Award

Nelson S. and Brenda W. Loftus Ag Advocate Leadership Award

Eugene and Carol Schurman 4-H Scholarship  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences 

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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Milestones — Continued Support 
George L. Settlemyer Fund for International Experiences

D. Bruce Stauffer Scholarship for Dairy & Animal Science Students  
in the College of Agricultural Sciences  

Twenty-Five Years
Patrick John Bennett, Jr. Memorial Scholarship  

in Landscape Contracting

Jeffrey S. Blanton Scholarship in Environmental Resource Management

Wilbur F. and Mary P. Cherry Scholarship in Horticulture

Esther J. Darrow Scholarship in Horticulture

Dairy and Animal Science Fund

Edgar E. and Dorothy W. Fehnel Scholarship  
in Dairy and Animal Science

Matt and Virginia Haist Endowed Scholarship  
in Honor of the Master Farmers of Pennsylvania

Ralph O. Mumma Graduate Award

Max and Esther Sestili Memorial Award in Landscape Contracting 

Russell C. and Ann E. Seward Scholarship in Agricultural Sciences

Robert Lamar Skeath Scholarship in Ornamental Horticulture

The Penn State Stockmen’s Club Memorial Award for Freshmen Students

Joseph G. and Sharon A. Strite Scholarship in Horticulture

Russell C. and Ann E. Seward Scholarship for Study Abroad

Harold W. Swartley Scholarship in Plant Science

Ronald C. Young Fund in International Agriculture 

Alpha Zeta Lindley and Dorothy Dennis Memorial Award

Thirty Years
Janet G. and Frank J. Dudek Graduate Scholarship in Food Science

Ray H. Dutt Scholarship

Ruth and Robert O’Connor Scholarship

William L. and James F. Kjelgaard Scholarship  
in Agricultural and Biological Engineering

Ira W. Minter Memorial Award

Gertrude B. Paschall Memorial Scholarship in Agricultural Sciences 

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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Milestones — Continued Support 
Thirty-Five Years

John N. Adam, Jr. Scholarship for Excellence in Agriculture

Agricultural and Biological Engineering Department Award

Angstadt Family Agricultural Excellence Scholarship 

Alec and Lexi Beliasov Scholarship in Agriculture

Frederick H. Brown Endowed Scholarship in Floriculture

Mark Heilman Campbell Scholarship in Dairy Production

Keith A. Davies Memorial Scholarship Endowment

College of Agricultural Sciences Enrollment Incentive Award EOPAG

Farmshine Scholarship in Dairy and Animal Science

Mr. and Mrs. E. Bosworth Grier Scholarship

John H. Hetrick Memorial Endowed Scholarship in Food Science

The James and Gertrude Leamer Scholarship Endowment  
for Excellence

Donald L. and Betty J. Mincemoyer Scholarship  
in the College of Agriculture

The Gail Gilman Prescott Scholarship in Food Science

The Bernard N. and Beatrice W. Sandson Scholarship in Agriculture

Star Kay White Scholarship in Food Science

Horace T. Woodward Scholarship in the College of Agriculture

Forty Years
August E. Branding Memorial Award

Lawrence F. Marriott Memorial Scholarship

Forty-Five Years
The A. L. Bortree Award Fund

Waldo Wilbur Corl Memorial Scholarship

Boyd C. Gartley Memorial Scholarship

Robert P. Meahl Scholarship

Fifty Years 
College of Agricultural Sciences Memorial Scholarship

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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Milestones — Continued Support 
The J. Lin Huber Scholarship Fund

Carl I. Peterson Scholarship Fund  

Fifty-Five Years
Eisenhower Memorial Award

Forbes Chocolate Leadership Award

Sixty Years 
Henry S. Brunner Outstanding Student Award

The Joseph M. Johnston, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund

Sixty-Five Years
The F. P. Schlatter Memorial Scholarship

Seventy Years
Walter S. Anderson Memorial Scholarship

Eighty-Five Years
Harriet Searle Watts Memorial Scholarship

One Hundred and Five Years

Alan Nutt Memorial Award

College of Agricultural Sciences  
Scholarships and Awards Committee

Kirsten Lloyd, Ph.D. 
Associate Teaching Professor 

Edward Dudley, Ph.D. 
Professor of Food Science, 

Director of E. coli Reference Center 

John Ewing, Ph.D.
Professor of Agricultural and Extension Education,  

 Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education

All new scholarships and milestones are prior to September 24, 2024, reporting.
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Biographies (in order of appearance)
Chelsea Good   
Agribusiness Management  
Chelsea Good, of Tauranga, New Zealand, is a senior 
at Penn State majoring in Agribusiness Management, 
with minors in Creative Writing and Entrepreneurship 
& Innovation. Originally beginning her studies in New 
Zealand, Good first came to Penn State as a study abroad 
student but quickly knew she had found her place. Drawn 
in by the educational opportunities, sense of community, 
and energy of campus life, she made the decision to 
stay and continue her degree here, calling Penn State 
her second home ever since. During her time at Penn 
State, Good has developed a passion for connecting 

creativity with business, particularly in food product innovation, brand storytelling, 
and leadership within the food retail industry. She has been actively involved both 
in and out of the classroom, participating in the Agribusiness Management Club, 
AgriMarketing Team, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, and Club Swim Nationals Squad. 
A recipient of multiple scholarships, Good is deeply grateful for the support that has 
allowed her to chase her dreams on the other side of the world. After graduation, she 
plans to pursue a master’s degree in the United States before launching into a career in 
food product strategy and supermarket leadership, combining her love of innovation, 
communication, and community. No matter where life takes her, she’ll always know the 
answer to “We Are.”     
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Troy L. Ott, Ph.D.  
Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences 
Troy Ott, Ph.D., has served as the dean of the College 
of Agricultural Sciences at Penn State since July 1, 
2024. As an animal scientist, Ott holds the C. Lee 
Rumberger and Family Chair in Agricultural Sciences 
and is a professor of reproductive biology. Prior to his 
appointment as dean, he served as interim director of 
the Huck Institutes of the Life Sciences and previously 
as associate director of Huck, where he played a 
pivotal role in advancing interdisciplinary life science 
research at Penn State. 

Ott is a past president of the Society for the Study of 
Reproduction, an international organization dedicated to reproductive biology. He 
also served on the Board of the American Society for Reproductive Immunology and 
as a founding board member and the first president of the Palouse Discovery Science 
Center in Pullman, Washington, reflecting his longstanding commitment to science 
outreach and education. 

Ott began his academic journey at Penn State Abington, earning a bachelor of 
science from Penn State before completing a master’s degree at Auburn University 
and a doctoral degree from the University of Florida. He began his professional 
research career at Texas A&M University’s Center for Animal Biotechnology, then 
joined the University of Idaho as a faculty member in the Department of Animal and 
Veterinary Science. Returning to Penn State in 2006, Ott helped establish the Center for 
Reproductive Biology and Health within the Huck Institutes. 

His research focuses on improving animal food production through advances in 
fertility regulation, immunology, and early pregnancy physiology. Ott holds seven 
patents and is actively involved in commercializing diagnostic technologies to enhance 
reproductive management and animal health. He has authored more than 100 scientific 
publications and 10 book chapters and co-edited the textbook Reproductive Genomics in 
Domestic Animals. His research has received funding from the USDA, NIH, and various 
industry partners. 

In recognition of his impactful outreach and advocacy for agricultural biotechnology 
and sustainability, Ott was honored with the J. Christian Herr award from the American 
Society for Reproductive Immunology, and he received the 2020 Distinguished Service 
Award from the PennAg Industries Association. 

Ott and his wife, Colleen, reside in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania. They are proud parents 
of three children: John and Kate, both Penn State alumni, and Lauren, currently a 
senior at Penn State.   
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John Bruner  
Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences
John C. Bruner is the son of Clark and Connie Bruner of 
Blairsville, Pennsylvania. A freshman studying Wildlife 
Technology at Penn State DuBois, Bruner grew up in 
Indiana County where he spent 14 years in the 4-H 
program. A few of the projects he’s completed include 
market and breeding goat, market lamb, market hog, 
dairy beef, horse, food and nutrition, sewing and textiles, 
and plant science. His favorite project areas are wildlife, 
forestry, and shooting sports including compound archery, 
shotgun, hunting skills, muzzleloader, air pistol, and air 
rifle. Bruner received his 4-H Diamond Award and is a 
current member of the PA State 4-H Council. He has been 

a National 4-H Shooting Sports Ambassador for 3 years and this past summer was 
awarded the Tom Knapp Memorial National 4-H Shooting Sport Scholarship. 

Bruner was chosen for the Pennsylvania Governor’s Youth Council for Hunting, 
Fishing, and Conservation and has served in numerous leadership roles. His favorite 
council activities have been visiting PA Game Commission bear dens; collecting data 
with state biologists in Benezette, Pennsylvania, during elk harvests; assisting the 
PA Fish and Boat Commission with spawning Steelhead in Erie, Pennsylvania; and 
planting mussels in local waterways to improve water quality. 

At Penn State, Bruner is a member of the Wildlife Society and Criminal Justice Club, 
volunteers with bird banding activities, and recently participated in Walk in Penn’s 
Woods to help educate the public about different species of native trees. In his free time, 
Bruner enjoys hunting, fishing, and competitive shooting sports. After graduating from 
Penn State, Bruner plans to apply to the Ross Leffler School of Conservation with the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission and hopes to serve as a PA game warden.  



13

Christina Bender  
Turfgrass Science 
Christina Bender, of Horsham, Pennsylvania, is a senior 
Turfgrass Science major with a minor in Agribusiness 
Management. Growing up, Bender always loved 
chemistry, biology, environmental science, and learning 
about how all of them interacted. Bender came to Penn 
State to pursue a science degree but wasn’t sure which 
area to pursue until turfgrass came up in conversation. 
She found turfgrass was the perfect blend of all her 
favorite sciences. Since the summer of 2023, Bender 
has worked and interned on several golf courses, where 
she spent the days learning about agronomic practices, 
disease and insect pressures, and so much more. Bender 

has interned at Merion Golf Club (2023/2024) and Union League National Golf Club 
(2025) and volunteered for the past two U.S. Women’s Opens hosted by Lancaster 
Country Club (2024) and Erin Hills Golf Club (2025). Bender attended a Penn State 
Agriculture Abroad program to Costa Rica during spring break 2023 and was also a 
participant in the Sports Field Management Student Challenge in 2025. In addition, she 
recently attended the 2025 GCSAA Women’s Leadership Academy in Lawrence, Kansas. 
Outside of work and school, Bender enjoys reading, running, golfing, and spending time 
with friends and family. After graduating in May 2026, Bender plans to move forward 
with her career as a golf course assistant superintendent.  
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Angelena Minardi  
Food Science  
Angelena Minardi went to high school in Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, and will be completing her degree in Food 
Science in May 2026. Minardi is a first-generation college 
student who became interested in food science upon 
meeting a previous Hershey employee who worked with 
the company for 10 years. She developed an interest in 
confectionery and decided to attend Penn State because 
of the renowned program and the available financial 
aid. Minardi has worked a wide variety of jobs ranging 
from wastewater treatment plant operator to protein 
bar developer. Most recently she completed a summer 

internship with the Hershey Company with a focus in chocolate production.  

Minardi participates in various activities outside of class, including serving as social 
chair for the Food Science Club and completing 3 years of undergraduate research. 
Minardi is also a student teacher for the Shavers Creek Outdoors School program, 
which focuses on teaching elementary-aged students about the environment and how 
they can positively impact their community. After graduating in May, Minardi will be 
returning to the Hershey Company to join the Research and Development team.    





For more information about supporting the Penn State 
College of Agricultural Sciences, please contact  

Lauren Steinberg 
Senior Director of Development,  

at 814-865-0158 or lxs229@psu.edu,  
or visit agsci.psu.edu/support.

Where trade names appear, no discrimination is intended, and no endorsement by the Penn State College of 
Agricultural Sciences is implied.  

Please visit extension.psu.edu/alternate-format-request to request this publication in an alternative format 
accommodation due to a disability. 

The University is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, admission and employment for all persons. 
It is the policy of the University to maintain an environment free of harassment and free of discrimination against 
any person because of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, service in the uniformed ser-
vices (as defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex, sexual orientation, marital or family status, preg-
nancy, pregnancy-related conditions, physical or mental disability, gender, perceived gender, gender identity, 
genetic information or political ideas. Discriminatory conduct and harassment, as well as sexual misconduct and 
relationship violence, violates the dignity of individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s educational 
mission, and will not be tolerated. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Access, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-
5901, Email: oeoa@psu.edu, Tel 814-863-0471. 
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