
THE NEW WORKER 
PROTECTION STANDARD

Now Being Enforced



Enforcement is Here!

• Enforcement of MOST of the WPS revision started January 2018!

• Those only aspect not being enforced is new training material 
requirements. 



Pesticide Safety Information (Poster)

• There has always been a standard required Pesticide Information 
Poster until now.

• As long as you have all the required information at the Central 
location you can do it however.

• We at Penn State came out with one last winter that meets all the 
requirements.

• PERC who is assembling the materials for EPA came out with theirs in 
the summer.  Either poster is acceptable.

• Be sure that all the required information is entered.





New Penn State 
Pesticide Safety 

Information Poster



Pesticide Safety 
Information Poster 

from PERC



New Training Materials

• You must use EPA-Approved materials

• As of right now, we at Penn State do not have a grape WPS training 
DVD completed.

• The Greenhouse DVD is now available. 



Other Training Requirements:

• Annual Training

• New Sign-off Requirements:
o Employees name printed

o Employees signature

oDate of training

o Instructors Name 

o Instructors training qualification

o EPA-Approved training materials used



Pennsylvania Resources

PA Office of Rural Health/Penn State University

814-863-8214

Ask for Jim Harvey

jdh18@psu.edu

mailto:jdh18@psu.edu


Application Exclusion Zone

• Only applies to outside pesticide application.

• High drift applications need a 100 foot “halo” around the application 
equipment.

• Low drift applications need a 25 foot “halo”

• Starting in January 2018, the AEZ will extend off property lines.

• Applicators must suspend application if humans are in the AEZ, even 
if in cars going by on the road.



Central Location

Remember that with the 2015 Revision your Central Location requires:

oNew Pesticide Safety Information (Poster).

oPesticide application records for at least the previous 30 days.

o Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for all pesticide products used in at least the prior 30 
days.



Training Requirements

• In Pennsylvania, all trainers must have a current pesticide applicators 
certification.

• Training must be done before employee enters any treated areas.



Decontamination Sites (Wash stations)

• Must be marked with Pesticide Safety Information (poster).

• Must be within a quarter mile of treated area.

• Must have paper towels, soap & at least 1 gallon water per worker.

• Handlers must have at least 3 gallons of water, paper towels & soap 
plus emergency change of clothes.



Mix & Load Eyewash System

When pesticides requiring eye 
protection are used there must be an 
eyewash system at the mix and load 
site capable of:

oProviding 15 minutes of a gentle flow 
of water of at least .4 gallons 

per minute, or
o at least 6 gallons of water capable of 

washing the eyes for 15 

minutes.



Posting treated areas

Any outside production space 
with greater than 48 hours REI 
(Restricted Entry Interval) 
must be posted with the ‘Do 
Not Enter’ sign.



Personal Protective Equipment

• Any Handler (including the owner and immediate family) using 
pesticides that require a respirator on the label or if required by the 
employer must be given an annual respirator fit test.

• Prior to the Fit test the handler must be provided and pass the 
medical evaluation by a licensed medical provider.

• Medical Evaluation can be done online, by mail or in person.

• Once passed this might be open ended or for a limited time.

• Keep documentation at least two years.



PAPRs (Powered Air Purifying Respirators)

• Using a loose fitting PAPR will exempt a handler from the fit test 
requirement BUT Will NOT exempt the handler from the need for a 
medical evaluation.

• Tight fitting PAPR’s still must be fit tested.



Handlers & Early Entry Workers

Must be at least 18 years old except for immediate 
family.



Family Exemption

The Immediate Family exemption has been expanded to also include 
first cousins, nephews, nieces, grandchildren, grandparents, uncles, 
aunts and in-laws.



RESOURCES

Penn State Worker Protection Standard Assistance

814-863-8214 

Jim Harvey Email: jdh18@psu.edu

Website  http://www.porh.psu.edu/farm-safety/

Facebook: Worker Protection Standard - PORH

www.pesticideresources.org - PERC  

mailto:jdh18@psu.edu
http://www.porh.psu.edu/farm-safety/
http://www.pesticideresources.org/

