Model Apple Plot Presentation
for Soil Health Panel
Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable
Convention, 2019




Twin Springs Fruit Farm
Michael and Jesse King

Diversified growers serving 19 Farmers Markets

Came back fulltime to the farm in late 90s/early 2000s
Roles: Michael —Market Prep ; Jesse — Production

“Models for the Future” cooperators in Penn State Extension
Beginning Farmer Grant
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Bio-Remediation
vs No Rotation

The top trellis wire is at the same
height in both blocks. Measuring stick
is 6 ft.

Started with 12 dagger
nematodes/100 cc
Decreased to 0 tolerance level

Left: Goldrush in Model Plot
Bio-remediation for two years with
sorghum sudangrass and rapeseed.
Average of 23 apples/tree in 2" leaf

Right: No Rotation

Goldrush in adjacent block where trees
were planted the spring following the
removal of the prior orchard

Average of 7 apples/tree in 2"? leaf







Climate Change Considerations/Practices

® 5« * Water conservation G —— :;{;ﬁ

B ewpin.*  \Water | onltorlng and mana

T

P ——

- _’"‘: - . st,..,.

= § il .
. " |
.
.
Q :
-y 4 - N



e T """‘.’"‘."’f"“ f"t"’ o
. APt SR SR D 3 . \_~
Is Enwronmental Sustalnablllty Worth the Investment? \
‘ s Yes — would choose blofumlgatlbn over ch\emlcal even liyleld shghthy Iower
A "'°v Yes cover Qnd rotatldri crOps to prevent erosigha nd\mamtam soil health
17 "'_4 i _”, ""‘a|- \\. X 1 v \\.';lﬁ"f.fyq:tﬁ"“ ‘\_(



