
Arnericons ste:

' OPtimistic

. Outgoing, friendly

. Informal

. Loud, rude, boastful, immature

. Nalve

. Hardworking

' Aggressive

. Judgmental,moralistic

. Superficial

It is also uidely belieued thst:
. All American \ryomen are promiscuous

Extravagant, $'astefuI

Confident thel' have all the ansn'ers

Politicalli' naire and/or uniformed

Disrespectful of authori['

Wealthl'

Materialistic

Generous

Impatient, ahval's in a hur4-

Hou,many of the listed items are positive and hou'man,v are negative? Go through and
put a check beside the positive ones and circle the negative ones'

Sometimes what'rve think are positi'r'e values or admirable characteristics ma1'not be
considered so by others. Which brings us to a fundamental point: Throughout the rvorld
there are manv different n'ays of doing things, most of u'hich are intrinsicalll' neither
better nor worse than our own. Thev are simplv different.

One thing is certain: At some point w'hen you are abroad,.vou ra'ill encounter these
stereot]?es and there will be those who u'iil hold you personally responsible for them.
It's very likely you r.t'ill be called upon to answer some very pointed questions based on
them.

Guidelines for Addressing These Stereotypes
1. Resist becoming angry or defensive.
z. Avoid fitting negative stereotlf)es.
3. Persist in being yourself.
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