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Hispanic or Latina/o/x





57.5 MILLION

37.8 MILLION AMERICAN-
BORN 65.8%

19.7 MILLION FOREIGN-
BORN 34.2%



Hispanic Population Trends

Hispanics in USA 

• 17.4% (2014) 

• 28.6% (2016)

Hispanics in PA

• 6.8 % population

(719,660)

Source: National Census, 2015

50,000 increase from 2009-2014
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/27/5-facts-
about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/





Hands on activity during the 
Spanish Session at the Mid-
Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable 

Convention



Visit to Virgilio Garcia’s Farm



Demographics of Horticulturists who attend Penn 
State Extension Bilingual Trainings
From Needs Assessments Interviews:
USDA-NIFA Beginning Farmer and USDA-PDA Specialty Crop Block Grants

• > 60% have family farms in 
their native countries

• < 3% are growing vegetables 
and fruit as part-time 
farmers

• > 65% aspire to be growers 
or specialized managers



US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, 2014

43% 
employed 
in farming, 
fishing and 
forestry

So…What is the percentage of Latinx individuals 
working in Agriculture?



The number of Latinx principal agricultural 
operators in the country now stands at 90,344, up 
from 67,000, the figure reported in the 2012 
census.





What is Extension 
doing to address 
these Changing
Demographics?

• Increasing programming in Spanish 
(educational materials and trainings)

• Providing professional development in 
cultural competency for Extension 
educators

• Hiring more bilingual Extension 
educators

• Assisting and supporting new minority 
farmers

• Improving diversity within the College

• Recruiting minority students



Penn State Extension Outreach Efforts



Language is the first barrier………

Latin American immigrants need access to culturally 
appropriate educational materials and trainings in 
Spanish.

1. Spanish was the main native language of farm workers at 81%.
2. 4% of foreign-born farm workers said they read and write English well. 57% said they don’t speak English at all, 

while 68% said they do not read English. 

National Ag Workers Survey results



Nine Academic Departments:
• Agricultural and Biological 

Engineering
• Agricultural Economics, 

Sociology, and Education
• Animal Science

• Ecosystem Science and 
Management

• Entomology
• Food Science
• Plant  Pathology and 

Environmental Microbiology

• Plant Science
• Veterinary and Biomedical 

Sciences





Penn State Research on 
Andragogy Principles and 
Best Extension Practices 
for Latinx Learners
Penn State Extension, 2017. Learning Preferences of Next 
Generation Hispanic/Latino Specialty Crop Growers. 
HortTechnology 27:263-268. 

Ratings of Methods of Learning Based 
on Experiences and Preferences

Survey participants (n=61) said they liked a variety of 
educational methods.

Top Choices

• On-Farm Demonstrations

• Study Circle Networks

• Tours of Other Growers’ Farms

• Self-Paced, Interactive On-Line Courses and Videos

• Interactive Workshops



On-Farm Demonstrations

On-Farm Spanish-Speaking Personnel Training
• 50 trainings in the past two years



 

P enn State Extension and PA IPM will offer on farm 
trainings in Spanish for employees. 
 
The following topics are available for presentation: 
 Basics of IPM 
 Exclusion Techniques 
 Fly Life Cycles 
 Personal Protective Equipment 
 Szygites 
 Fungal Disease Life Cycle 
 Verticilium and Trichoderma 

 
Each presentation will be limited to 35-45 minutes and will 
be offered through fall 2014.  Two consecutive presentations 
can be made per visit. 
 
To request a presentation  please contact Maria Gorgo– 
Gourovitch at mag38@psu.edu to schedule a time. 

 
Funding for trainings is provided by a grant from the 
Northeast IPM Center. 

 

FREE On Farm Trainings in Spanish 
For Mushroom Farm Workers 

This publication is available in alternative media on request. 

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, 

and the diversity of its workforce. 

 

On-Farm Demonstrations



Study Circle 
Networks

Interview Responses

Study circles are an 
opportunity to

• Share experiences

• Compare field results

• Generate new ideas



Farm Tours



Self-Paced, Interactive On-Line 
Courses and Videos



Self-Paced, Interactive On-Line 
Courses and Videos



Interactive Workshops



Like a Mix of Educational Formats
During on-farm presentations you are able to ask; in the fact sheets and production guides 
there are things a speaker doesn’t have time to address; and during in-depth workshops there’s 
lots more information.

Ag Alternatives Series
• 21 bulletins in 

Spanish



Creating a Sense of Belonging for Hispanic 
Farmers in Extension Programming

NE SARE ENE15-139



Dr. Jonathan Cook
The Science of Inclusion



In what ways might farmers’ 
concerns about inclusion or 

psychological safety prevent them 
from participating in extension 

programming?





Insights for 
Success

Learn from people who successfully engage with 
Latinx communities

Engage Latinx agriculturists in providing 
suggestions for creating a welcoming 
environment at educational events



Building Trusting Relationships

Build personal 
relationships

•Build personal relationships to 
improve comfort level of 
Hispanic/Latino 
farmers/farmworkers

Contact community 
groups

•Contact community groups, 
participate with NRCS, and 
others to help identify and work 
with farmers/farmworkers

Build community 
partnerships

•Get involved in the community

Don’t just share

•Don’t just share information

Listen

•Listen, encourage sharing



Building 
Trusting 

Relationships

• Come early, stay late 

• Value what everybody brings and their time 

• Use translators

• Provide childcare or an activity for kids 
attending events with caregivers

• Learn Spanish, even if it is broken Spanish



“How does it make you feel to 
have Extension events 
developed especially for you?”

It makes me feel good that 
[organizers] care about including 

the Hispanic community.

It is something that makes me feel 
good, especially that [organizers] 

care about Latinos. 

Special, I am proud of organizers for 
making a big effort to provide us 

help and knowledge about different 
agricultural activities.

Penn State Extension marks milestone in outreach to 
Spanish-speaking growers

Building trusting relationships takes a long-term commitment!

https://news.psu.edu/story/572970/2019/05/06/impact/penn-
state-extension-marks-milestone-outreach-spanish-speaking


